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	Context 
Environment Systems was commissioned to conduct bat surveys in support of a 
European Protected Species (EPS) derogation licence at an 18th century home in 
Tregaron, Ceredigion. The licence was needed to enable re-tiling works to the roof to 
go ahead and ensure the roof remained watertight and in good condition.  
 

 
The 18th Century Brenig Hall. The roof had started to crumble and required replacement 

 
What we did 
To support the EPS derogation licence we undertook internal inspections and 
external assessments, and three bat surveys throughout the months of June, July, 
and August 2015. All surveys followed best practice guidelines in the Bat Surveys 
Good Practice Guidelines (Hundt, 2012) and Bat Workers Manual (English Nature, 
2004). 
 
The findings of the surveys were written into a report, which detailed the method 
used, results, and identification and solutions of effects as a result of the 
construction works. A method statement and derogation licence application were 
prepared and submitted to Natural Resources Wales. 
 
Results 
The location of the site and age of the building showed high suitability for roosting 
bats and foraging around the mature gardens. There were several access points into 
the roof through broken tiles, old chimneys, and gaps between soffits and walls. An 
internal assessment of the roof space confirmed the presence of bats, and likely 
roost locations. Two bat species were observed during the roof inspection: two 
brown long-eared bats (Plecotus auritus) flying around the roof space, and a 
soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) seen resting on the ridge board. 
 
During the dusk and dawn bat surveys four species were seen in total, brown long-
eared bat, soprano pipistrelle, common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), and 
noctule bat (Nyctalus noctula). The site was actively used for feeding and social 
behaviours. 
 
The surveys combined confirmed that there was a mixed-species roost of at least 
three species in the roof. We advised mitigation measures and guidelines for 
construction to cause as little disturbance as possible to the roost, and to ensure the 
roosts were retained after works were completed.  
 
Construction works were undertaken in February and March 2016. Our lead bat 
surveyor was present on site during the works to provide toolbox talks to contractors 
and supervise the removal of tiles. Like-for-like post-construction access points were 
also created, allowing continuous access into the roof by bats with little disturbance. 
 
	

Outcomes 
	
• Bat survey report 
• European Protected Species 

method statement 
• European Protected Species 

derogation licence 
 

Benefits 

• Permission for construction 
works granted 

• Bat roost and access points 
retained 

 

• To assess the site for its 
suitability to support bats 

• To identify the location of 
access points to found roosts 

• To propose measures to 
conserve bat populations 
post-construction 

 

Context  

Gap at eave to allow access between the felt and tiles 

Two inch holes were drilled at three locations in the 
soffit on both the sides of the Hall where the chimney 
stacks used to be. This will allow brown long-eared 
bats to continue to access the attic space 


