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Context
Although nature continues to decline, there is now widespread recognition that
it provides us with a range of critical services such as carbon sequestration,
flood defences, crop pollination and water quality as well as supporting human
health and wellbeing. The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) was set
up to create and coordinate a plan for the restoration of the natural environment
within the West of England region and integrate that plan into strategies for
spatial planning, economic development and public health.

Context
•
•

•

Restoration of the natural
environment
Coordinated with spatial
planning, economic
development and public
health
Required an ‘Ecosystem
Approach’ for initial
assessment

Outcomes
•

•

Ecosystem services and
opportunities visualised
across the region
Assessment of existing
natural assets can inform
policy and decision making

Benefits
WENP online mapping portal displaying the core woodland network, a key ecosystem

What we did
On this project we took an ‘Ecosystem Approach,’ using existing data and
evidence to assess the current provision of ecosystems across the West of
England. The ‘Ecosystem Approach’ seeks to understand the services that the
natural environment is providing and advocates an integrated approach to the
way the land and living resources are managed and enhanced. Environment
Systems used its SENCE (Spatial Evidence for Natural Capital Evaluation) tool
and expertise to create 14 ecosystem services and opportunities maps. The
maps visualise the ecosystem services and networks within the region and can
be used at a strategic level, to identify cross-boundary, large-scale ecological
networks and right down to a field scale. They not only provide a snapshot of
the state of existing natural assets, but also indicate where enhancements are
required and inform decision making for future development and its likely
impact on the environment.

•
•

•

Identifies the true value of
the natural environment
Establishes areas where
investment could help
enhance natural capital
Provides the basis for an
integrated approach to
economic and spatial
planning

Results
In June 2016 WENP launched its ‘State of the Environment Assessment’ and a
comprehensive report with 3 main recommendations:
•
•
•

That the data was made available to all in order to make evidence
based decisions about the environment
That the safeguarding of ecosystem services be factored into strategic
planning and growth
That strategic planning and growth result in a net gain in natural capital
across the region

The report contains an explanation of the available maps and short case
studies. The maps themselves are all available via the WENP website in a
number of different formats including downloadable pdfs, as shape files for use
in a GIS and via an online mapping portal. WENP and Environment Systems
have also published a technical report explaining how the maps were created,
the data employed to create the maps, and guidance for how they can be used.
http://www.wenp.org.uk

Combined ecological networks map

“The natural world is in serious
trouble and it needs our help as
never before.”
Sir David Attenborough
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